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 PROTESTANTS AND JEWS OF FRANCE IN
 FIGHT FOR EMANCIPATION, 1789-1791

 By ZOSA SZAJKOWSKI

 According to some sources, the Edict of November 1787
 decreed in favor of the French non-Catholics (Protestants) is
 supposed to be considered as one of the forerunners of the
 emancipation of the Jews. In the present study we shall try to
 analyze the sources and the common interests of these two
 religious minorities: the Protestants and the Jews.

 During the preparation of the Edict and subsequent to its
 issue a large number of pamphlets was published in favor of the
 Protestants or against them' and on this occasion some pam-
 phleteers also expressed their opinions on the Jewish problem.
 Perhaps the most important of such opinions was voiced in 1787
 by Chr6tien-Guillaume Lamoignon de Malesherbes himself in a
 pamphlet on the legal status of marriage among Protestants. His
 role in the preparation of the Edict of November 1787 is well
 known. Later he headed the so-called Malesherbes Commission

 which, on the eve of the Revolution of 1789, prepared the
 groundwork for a new status in favor of the Jews." Malesherbes
 collected a great number of notes on Jews, and, according to his
 early biographers, wrote a study on Jews which, unfortunately, is
 lost.3 This loss makes de Malesherbes' opinion of 1787 on Jews

 I Arnaud Lods, Centenaire de l'Edit du 17 Novembre 1789. Les partisans et
 les adversaires de l'Edit de tolgrance. Etude bibliographique et juridique 1750-
 1789, Paris, nd.

 2 n'I,& ,,4 i'oN t m (1788) -iNmv nmyi1 tn 'r -nr' ,yn r rnwn.. ,,pW p,-)"V .t
 62-31 ,fn ,n"' ,I ' x .'(1790).

 3 Catalogue des livres de la Bibliotheque defeu Chritien-Guillaume Lamoignon-
 Malesherbes .. ., Paris 1797. (p. 10: "..-. il avoit recueilli beaucoup de matiri-
 aux concernant les Juifs dont on trouve les manuscrits dans sa Bibliotheque";
 "No. 5059. Recueil des pieces manuscrites, concernant les Juifs, ramassdes
 par M. de Malesherbes, pour faire un travail sur cet object, comme il en avoit
 fait un sur les Protestans; dans un carton in-fol."); Jean-Baptiste Dubois,
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 120 SZAJKOWSKI [2]

 even more valuable. According to Malesherbes, the Jews were
 more favored than the Protestants in the matter of the legal
 registration of births, marriages and deaths. He was in favor of
 the inclusion of the Jews in a general law regulating the etat
 civil which, surely, would have favored the Jewish emancipa-
 tion.4 He even expressed a desire to reduce the hatred against the
 Jewish people by wanting to see Christians contented in detesting
 only the Jewish religion. Malesherbes' main reason for adopting
 a more favorable attitude towards the Jews was his conviction
 that such a change would contribute greatly toward the conver-
 sion of the Jews.5 In fact, Malesherbes was then one of those

 Notice historique sur Chritien-Guillaume Lamoignon-Malesherbes, 2nd ed.,
 Paris, nd. (p. 32: "j'indiquerai un travail immense qu'il a fait sur les Juifs,
 et qui est rest6 manuscrit. Je ne connois aucun ouvrage sur cette matiere,
 qui renferme des recherches aussi multiplides et aussi curieuses.") This is
 not mentioned in Dubois' first edition of 1788 and the third edition of 1805.

 Malesherbes' manuscript on Jews was not mentioned by M. Guillard in his:
 Vie ou loge historique de M. de Malesherbes, Paris, 1805. The Comte de
 Baissy-d'Angelas mentioned Malesherbes' manuscript in his Essai sur la vie,
 les ecrits et les opinions de M. de Malesherbes .. ., Paris, 1819, II, 52-53.

 4 [de Malesherbes,] Second memoire sur le mariage des Protestans, Londres
 1787. (p. 70: "il y a des Provinces oft ils ont des lois qui leur sont propres.
 Leurs Rabbis ou Rabbins sont non-seulement des Officiers publics, dont le
 certificat constate leur &tat, mais des Juges que le Roi nomme dans quelques
 lieux. . . que sont tellement reconnus que les Cours superieurs regoivent
 l'appel de leurs sentences. . . il n'est pas inutile d'observer qu'a cet egard ils
 sont mieux trait&s que les Chritiens Protestans ne le sont en present en
 France"; pp. 68, 73: "il sera aisd d'y inscrire aussi les dices des autres Herd-
 tiques & Schismatiques, des Juifs ... il suffit de ne point nommer specialement
 dans la loi, les sujets du Roi de la R. P. R.... Par ce moyen, les Calvinistes
 & tous ceux dont je viens de parler, se trouveront compris dans l'nonciation
 gendrale, sans que le Roi ait A statuer particulieirement sur les Lutheriens, les
 Anabaptistes, les Juifs & c.")

 s "I1 serait bein A desirer que l'horreur pour la nation juive s'affoiblit chez
 les Chritiens, & qu'on se contentit de detester leur religion: 1o. Parce que
 la tache inddlible d'e'tre d'une famille originairement juive est un grand
 obstacle a leur conversions, rien n'&tant plus fait pour redoubler leur attach-
 ment A leur Religion que de savoir que s'ils la quittent, ils seront en horreur
 a toute leur nation & &ternellement mepris&s parmi les Chre'tiens: 20. Parce
 que trouvant exclus presque par-tout de la plupart des professions, ils sont
 oblig&s de se livrer A l'agiotage et A l'usure: 30. Parce que n'ayant nulle part
 I'appui des loix communes A tous les citoyens, ils sont dans la ndcessit6 absolue
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 [3] JEWS AND PROTESTANTS IN FIGHT FOR EMANCIPATION 121

 pro-Jews who favored the emancipation of the Jews as a means
 toward their conversion to Christianity. It is known that a
 similar opinion was expressed by the great fighter for Jewish
 emancipation, Abbot Henry Gregoire.6

 Did the Edict of November 1787 really apply to the Jews?
 The text of a number of articles in the Edict could easily be so
 interpreted. Article 1, for instance, speaks of non-Catholics,
 without mentioning the Protestants.7 As we shall see the Jews
 of Nimes did actually ask for certain rights on the basis of this
 article. According to P. Angeras, author of a study on the
 application of the Edict in the Seneschalship of Nimes, its
 article 25, which deals with the registering of the births of new-
 born children whose parents did not recognize baptism, applied
 as well to Jews.8 The attorney Louis-Francia Beaufleury, author

 de suivre les loix qui leur sont propres, d'avoir des juges et des tribunaux de
 leur nation. Il en resulte que la plupart des particuliers juifs 6tant fort mal-
 heureux, la nation juive est un corps puissant, & qui fait souvent de la puis-
 sance un abus tres-prejudiciable a la societe, car tout corps a de la puissance;
 j'en ai vu de cruels effets, j'en ai vu aussi de tres-cruels de la haine acharnde
 de quelques Chr6tiens contre les Juifs. Si on vouloit s'occuper de cette nation,
 on pourroit lui appliquer une grande partie des principes &tablis dans ces
 deux M6moires; car si pendant la duree de l'Edit de Nantes, les P. R. toient
 en France Imperium in Imperio, les Juifs sont dans l'univers entier Imperium
 in Imperiis. II n'est pas dans le pouvoir des Souverains de ditruire en peu
 de temps cette horreur pour la nation Juive que est sufrement portee trop loin.
 Mais je croix que l'Edit qui, sans les nommer, leur permettra de proceder
 dans leurs actes & de paroitre dans les Tribunaux, sans y perdre la qualification
 de leur Religion, pourra contribuer a en rapprocher quelques-uns du Chris-
 tianism": Ibidem, 71. Reprinted by de Boissy-d'Angelas in his Essai ...,
 183-84.

 6 M. Ginsburger, "Zwei unveroeffentlichte Briefe des Abbi Grdgoire."
 Festschrift zu Simon Dubnows siebzigstem Geburtstag, Berlin, 1930, 201-206.

 7 "a ceux de nos sujets qui professant une autre religion que la religion.
 catholique."

 8 "La naissance des enfants de nos sujets non catholiques... sera con-
 statue... soit par l'acte de leur baptime..., si ce n'est que l'enfant fft de
 pere et de mare d'une secte qui ne reconnait pas la necessite du bapt8me,
 auquel cas, ceux qui le presentaient declareront la naissance de l'enfant, la
 secte dans laquelle il est n6 et justifieront que le pere et la mere ont ete maries
 sous la forme prescrite par le present edit"; P. Angeras, I'Edit de 1787 et son
 application dans la sn'chanssee de Nimes, Nimes, 1925, 177-78.
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 122 SZAJKOWSKI [4]

 of a-history of the Jews in Bordeaux and Bayonne (1799) stated
 that article 37 of the Edict, which spoke of "other subjects"
 than Lutherans, applied to Jews, because they were the only
 other religious minority legally residing in France.9
 The Jews of Nimes, where a large part of the population was
 Protestant made an attempt to use the Edict in their favor. On
 the basis of article 1, Izaac Monteil took up a request already
 brought forth in 1784, asking that Jews be accepted in the guild
 of tailors. The guild's syndics tried to obtain the opinion of the
 Intendant of Languedoc, Ballainvilliers, who, in turn, consulted
 his Nimes Sub-Delegate, Pheline. According to Pheline, who
 advised his superior to take the opinion of the Minister in Paris,
 this was a "delicate affair." But Ballainvilliers was advised by
 Paris that the Edict did not apply to Jews. A similar demand
 by the Jews of Nimes was repeated by the syndics of the guild
 of the dealers in linen. But, as they were not sure about the
 spirit of the Edict concerning Jews, the syndics advised the
 Intendant to reject the Jewish demand without discussing the
 character of the Edict. The Jews could be told that they were
 foreigners, who could not benefit from article 1. Of course, the
 Jews were more than just tolerated foreigners, so the Intendant
 again asked for the advice of the Government and on April 13,
 1788, he was advised that the Edict did not abolish the restric-
 tions against Jews who, therefore, could not benefit from the
 Edict without the King's opinion in connection with his plans

 9 "N'entendons, au surplus; deroger, par le present edit, aux concessions
 faites aux lutheriens tablis en Alsace, non plus qu'a celles faites A ceux des
 autres sujets auxquels l'exercice d'une religion differente de la religion catho-
 lique, a pu &re permis dans quelques provinces, 'A l'gard desquelle les
 reglemens continueront d'8tre executes." [Article 37.] Il est bien 6vident que
 l'on a entendu parler des Juifs, puisqu'il n'y avoit que leur secte et celle de
 luthdriens qui fussent etablies alors en France par l'autoritd publique, et qu'on
 a voulu leur conserver leurs priviliges pour eux etd d'avoir des cimetieres
 particulieres": L. F. Beaufleury, Mimoire a consulter et consultation [par:
 Francia-Beaufleury, Ferey, Cambacires, Dobonnieres], pour les citoyens
 Franqais, professant le culte Judaique & Bordeaux, connus sous le nom de Juifs
 Portugais et Avignonais, np, an 7, 171-72; Reprinted in: L. F. B. Beaufleury,
 Histoire de l'Vtablissement des Juifs & Bordeaux et & Bayonne, depuis 1550,
 Paris, an 8, 169-70.
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 [5] PROTESTANTS AND JEWS IN FIGHT FOR EMANCIPATION 123

 concerning Jews. But the Jews did not give up their fight. On
 April 25, 1788, Mardochee Carcasonne of Nimes requested the
 Intendant and the Government that the articles of the Edict

 mentioning non-Catholics without any specification of Prot-
 estants should be applied to the Jews. He wrote that the Jews
 of the neighboring papal province of Avignon and Comtat
 Venaissin would then emigrate to France and create prosperity

 in the province of Languedoc. His request was not granted.o?
 But it seems that, in spite of the Government's negative reply,

 the local authorities were not sure if it would be legal to exclude
 the Jews from the benefits of the Edict. Thus, they registered
 Jewish births, marriages and deaths in the registry now opened
 to Protestants for this purpose. The Jews of Nimes, as well as
 those of Avignon, Carpentras, Cavaillon and L'Isle-sur-Sorgue
 in the neighboring papal province from where the Jews of Nimes
 originally came, had their own registries kept by the Rabbis."
 It is known that the registries problem of a legal etat-civil was a
 major issue in the preparation of the Edict because the official
 registration of the birth, marriage or death of a non-Catholic
 constituted a recognition of his legal status. The Jews of Nimes
 knew this and between March 19 and December 31, 1788 they
 registered their births, marriages and deaths in the office of the
 Judge, and many signed their names in Hebrew characters.
 Births and marriages of Jews which took place prior to 1787 -
 some in 1775 - and were already entered in the Jewish registries
 of the papal Province or of Nimes, were now again registered by
 them in the French territory, in registries reserved for Protestants
 of Nimes, Remoulins, Aix, Saint-Esprit, etc. Surely, the judges
 who kept the registries knew of the Government's advice of
 April 13, 1788. Still, eight months later the Jews requesting to
 be entered were inscribed by the judge of Nimes in a registry
 reserved for Protestants and thus established a legal status for
 them. Jews were registered together with Protestants in other

 Io Alphonse Jobez, La France sous Louis XVI, Paris 1893, III, 326; D.
 Kahn, Notice sur les Israelites de Nimes (1672-1808), Nimes, 1901, 14-18;
 N. Roubin, "La vie commerciale des Juifs Comtadins en Languedoc au
 XVIII-e siecle." REJ, XXXIV. 1897, 279: P. Angeras, op. cit., 164-68.

 "I These registries will be the subject of special study.
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 124 SZAJKOWSKI [6]

 parts of France, too, but this was done only in an administrative
 manner, without taking position on the problem of Jewish
 emancipation. Thus, e. g., two Jews were registered on the 6tat-
 civil of non-Catholics in Versailles.12

 After the publication of the Edict, the Metz Parliament,
 according to some documents, undertook to study the Jewish
 problem. According to an unpublished memorandum by Pierre-
 Louis Roederer, who initiated the contest of the Metz Academy
 on Jews in 1786-1787, the Metz Parliament inquired in Paris
 about this matter. Roederer himself requested that the rights
 granted to Protestants also be given to the Jews.'3 It is known
 that many provincial Parliaments were delayed in the registra-
 tion of the Edict and it is possible that the discussion on Jews
 was the cause of such a delay in Metz, where the Edict was
 registered with the Parliament only on March 10, 1788.14 Later,
 in 1789, the Metz Deputy, Abbot Frangois-Martin Thi6baut
 who fought against Jewish emancipation in the National As-
 sembly wrote that, in 1787, the Jews of Metz tried to use the
 Edict in order to force their entry into the guilds, to own real-
 estate property. In order to appease the protesting Catholics,
 the City officials of Metz were compelled to state that the Edict
 favored only Christians.'s

 It is possible that the discussions on the Jewish aspect of the
 Edict were one of the reasons for the establishment of the

 12 Archives departementales du Gard, UU 106 (Registry of Protestants);
 Angeras, op. cit., 168-72; city archives of Versailles, GG.

 '3 City Library of Metz, ms. 1100-25-II; Archives nationales, 29 AP3;
 Z. Szajkowski, "The Jewish Problem in Alsace, Metz, and Lorraine on the
 Eve of the Revolution of 1789." Jewish Quarterly Review, XLIV, 1954, 231-33.

 14 Roger Chastanier, L'Etat civil des Protestants 1550-1792, Nimes, 1922,
 213; Edit du roi, concernant ceux qui nefont pas profession de la religion Catho-
 lique ... Novembre 1787. Registri en Parlament le 10 Mars 1788, Metz, 1788.

 1s "a peine l'ddit de 1787 fut enregistre au Parlament de Metz, que les Juifs
 dirent, ce qu'ils ripetent dans leur mdmoire, pag. 22, qu'ils pouvoient &tre
 affilies au corps d'artisans, acheter des maisons, & c. aussi-t6t ce n'est plus, de
 la part de la bourgeoisie, que craintes, qu'inquietudes, que murmures, jusqu'a
 ce que le Magistrat repond que l'edit ne concerne point les non-baptises":
 F.-M. Thiebaut, No. ou Recit IV, et suite du compte rendu a ses comettans . ..
 Sa Discussion de la demnande des Juifs, d'avoir disormais droit de citi indifini,
 Metz, 1789, 14-15.
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 [7] PROTESTANTS AND JEWS IN FIGHT FOR EMANCIPATION 125

 Malesherbes Commission set up to prepare a status for the Jews.
 Thus, it is worth while to note the opinion of the Bordeaux
 chronicler Pierre Bernardau, a talented man with a very vicious
 tongue, who wrote that the Sephardic Jews in 1788 sent their
 delegation to the Malesherbes Commission in Paris because they
 were afraid that the Edict of November 1787 would limit the

 privileges accorded to the Sephardic Jews.'6
 The Edict of November 1787 was referred to in many Christian

 and Jewish chronicles, newspapers and pamphlets in connection
 with the Jewish problem on the eve of 1789 and during the
 Revolution. The well-known Zalkind Hourwitz writes that, on
 the basis of the Edict of 1787, many Jews bought masterships
 and that Paris Jews stated their religion in registrations at the
 Office of properties (Bureau des Domaines).'7 An attorney and
 author of a factum for the Carpentras Jewish debtors of Christian
 creditors related in the year VII, that, on the eve of the Revolu-
 tion, the Comtadin Jews, thanks to the Edict, were able to take
 up legal residence in France.'8 Earlier, on June 21, 1789 the First
 Consul of Carpentras repeated the statement that the Edict
 was an attraction for the Comtadin Jews to emigrate to France.'9
 The author of a pamphlet on the emigration of Comtadin Jews,
 published in Carpentras during the Revolution, wrote that the

 i6 "Lundi XXI [avril 1788]. Les Juifs ,tablis ta Bordeaux craignant que
 l'Edict concernant les non-Catholiques ne portassent attainte aux privileges
 qu'on leur avait accord' durant le dernier Regne, ont d'pute en Cour les
 sieurs Furtado et Lopes du Bec, pour savoir a cette occasion l'intention du
 Gouvernment, et mettre tout en oeuvre pour maintenir leur &tat-civil, dont
 la nouvelle loi peut restreindre beaucoup la liberte" (Tablettes de Bernardau,
 ms. 713-1 of the Bordeaux City Library, April 1788, p. 206)." M. Furtado
 Juif portugais que sa Nation avait depute vers le Ministere pour traiter des

 intir.ts des Iradlites qui semblaient compromis dans l'Edit de Versailles concernant les non-Catholiques est de retour de sa mission qu'il a remplie au
 grd des int'resses. Ses Freires lui ont temoigne la plus grande reconnaissance
 pour la maniere heureuse avec laquelle il avait negotid en Cour" (Ibidem,
 Aug. 7, 1788, p. 277).

 '7 Z. Hourwitz, Apologie des Juifs, Paris, 1789, 87.
 I' Mimoire pour le Citoyen Jassi-Haim Crimieu ... [signe: Chamaud], Aix,

 an VII, 19.
 J9 H. Chobaut, "Les Juifs d'Avignon et du Comtat Venaissin." REJ, CII

 (1937), 5-6.
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 Edict of 1787 gave all civil rights to the Jews.20 On September 9,
 1789 Le Courrier frangais asked the Abbot Henri Gr6goire why
 he was fighting for the Jews, since the latter were already given
 civil rights by the Edict of 1787."2 We have mentioned the Abbot
 Thibbaut's statement on the effects of the Edict in Metz. Un-

 fortunately the above reports were only misrepresentations of
 the official interpretation of the 1787 Edict. A more sober Jewish
 pamphleteer, Isaie-Berr Bing of Metz, wrote that the Edict was
 beneficial to everyone except the Jew.22

 There were a few legal holes favoring a pro-Jewish interpreta-
 tion of the Edict, but the events of Nimes and Metz prove that
 the anti-Jewish elements saw to it that Jews should not benefit
 from the Edict. The Decree of the National Assembly of Decem-
 ber 28, 1789, which completed the emancipation of the Protes-
 tants3 - "without intending to prejudge relative to Jews on
 whose status the Assembly intends to pronounce itself" -
 definitely sanctioned the official interpretation that the Edict of
 1787 was not applicable to Jews.

 Still, the legend that the 1787 Edict affected the status of the
 Jews continued to exist even in the later, post-Revolutionary
 years. In the 1820s the Lorraine Jewish leader, Berr-Isaac Berr
 in a request to the Nancy Consistory to do honor to the memory
 of Malesherbes, wrote that he obtained the Edict of 1787 in
 favor of the Jews.24 E. Coquebert-Monbret, author of a report

 20o L'Enfant du patriotisme [by J. J. Raphael, or Cottier Julian], Carpentras,
 1789, 5-6.

 21 Le Courier frangais, Sept. 9, 1789; L. Kahn, Les Juifs de Paris pendant la
 Revolution, Paris, 1898, 21.

 22 Isaie-Berr Bing, Mgmoire particulier pour la communaute des Juifs etablis
 a Metz, [Metz, 1789], 22.

 23 A. E. Halphen, Recueil des Lois... concernant les Israelites..., Paris,
 1851, 183-94.

 24 ". . . d'exprimer notre reconaissance pour la memoire du vertueux Mr.
 de Malesherbes, reconnaissance qui 6tait sans doute partag6 par tous les
 Israelites du Nord de la France pour qui il fit briller le premier l'aurore de la
 liberte civile en obtenant en leur faveur l'6dit des non-Catholiques et I'autori-
 sation de nommer des depute's pour apporter aux pieds du Tr6ne leurs veux
 et doleances." (In the archives of the Historical Society of Israel.) On August
 19, 1819, the Nancy Consistory decided to mark the memory of Malesherbes,

This content downloaded from 136.152.208.253 on Wed, 02 May 2018 18:15:07 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 [9] PROTESTANTS AND JEWS IN FIGHT FOR EMANCIPATION 127

 on the French Jews, wrote in 1821, that the Edict contained also
 some dispositions in favor of the Jews25 and the Jewish historian
 J. Bdarrides wrote that the Edict "was the forerunner of the
 complete emancipation of the Jews."26 Perhaps the first accept-
 able thesis on the value of the Edict for the Jewish emancipation
 was given in 1909 by Theodore Reinach who wrote, that since
 citizenship was no more dependent on the adherence to the
 Catholic faith there was no more reason to ignore the Jews.27
 The Edict in favor of the Protestants was the first major victory
 in a fight for the emancipation of a religious minority, and this
 paved the way for the later emancipation of the Jews, too.

 It would be hard to find a common rule for all French Protes-

 tants in their attitude towards Jews. We do not know of any
 active anti-Jewish movement among Bordeaux Protestants dur-
 ing the Revolution; but, in Alsace, the Protestants joined their
 enemies, the Catholics, in a common fight against Jewish emanci-
 pation. Both, Jews and Protestants, were persecuted in Bor-
 deaux, but being busy with the persecution of the Protestants
 the Catholic Church sometimes neglected its anti-Jewish policy.
 In some respects the situation of the Protestants there - but
 not in Alsace and neighboring provinces - was even worse than
 that of the Jews. Until 1751 the Bordeaux Protestants had to
 bury their dead like animals and only in 1780 they were officially
 allowed to have a cemetery of their own. In 1757, the Bordeaux
 Protestants complained that as Christians they had to suffer,
 but that the Jews who had crucified Christ were tolerated. In
 1787 an anonymous Protestant pamphleteer again complained
 that the status of Jews was better than that of Protestants. It
 is true, in the eyes of the Catholic Church the Sephardic Jews

 the "Ministre fidele, ami incomparable de l'auguste et infortund Louis XVI."
 (Ibidem).

 s25 E. C.[oquebert-] M.[onbret], Notice sur l'e"tat des Israelites en France ...,
 Paris, 1821, 43.

 26 I. Bedarrides, Les Juifs en France, en Italie et en Espagne..., Paris,
 1859, 391.

 27 Thdodore Reinach, Les Juifs et la Revolution franqaise. Resume de la
 Confirence faite I' Universite Populaire Juive de Paris le 16 Mai 1909, Vin-
 cennes, 1909, 3.
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 128 SZAJKOWSKI [10]

 were less dangerous than the Protestants. The activities of these
 Jews were directed mainly toward the acquisition of economic
 riches and, therefore, they were useful for the monarchy and the
 city of Bordeaux. Intellectually they were less active than the
 Protestants who, although richer than the Jews, through their
 religion, Freemasonry and other media were able to help prepare
 the new ideas of 1789 in this Southwestern part of the country.28
 During the Revolution the Protestants of Bordeaux showed more
 initiative and courage as a religious minority than the Jews.
 They took the initiative to send the Bordeaux militia against the
 anti-Revolutionary Catholics of Montauban. Of course, Bor-
 deaux was greatly interested in safeguarding its economic posi-
 tion and from the Montauban region came a large part of wheat
 exported by Bordeaux to the colonies. Still, this was not the
 only reason for such a punitive action. The Bordeaux Protestants
 maintained liaison with their Montauban coreligionists who were
 partisans of the Revolution and they were eager to help them.29
 But the Bordeaux Jews never even tried to help their coreligion-
 ists in other communities.3?

 28 In 1698, there were about 3,000 Protestants in Bordeaux, and over 1,700
 Jews in 1753: A. Nicolai, La Population de Bordeaux au X VIICI siecle, 1700-
 1800, Paris-Bordeaux, 1909, 184; G. Cirot, Recherches sur les Juifs Espagnols
 et Portugais 4 Bordeaux, Bordeaux, 1908, 137; A. Leroux, Les Religionnaires
 de Bordeaux de 1685 a 1802, Bordeaux, 1920, 81; Idem, Etude critique, sur le
 X VIIIe siecle 4 Bordeaux, Bordeaux, 1921, 61; Essai sur la toldrance des non-
 Catholiques en France. Poeme adressee 4 M. M. les Deputes des Trois Ordres,
 Bordeaux, 1789, 12.

 29 L'heritier, La Liberte', 1789, Paris, 1947, 310; R. M. Brace, Bordeaux and
 the Gironde 1789-1798, New York, 1947, 2, 98-121; P. Marion, "Etat des
 classes rurales au XVIIIe siecle dans la g6ndralite de Bordeaux." Revue des
 etudes historiques, LXVIII, 1902, 455.

 30 On the attitude of the Sephardic Jews to other Jewish groups see: Z.
 Szajkowski, "Relations among Sephardim, Ashkenazim and Avignonese Jews
 in France from the 16th to the 20th Centuries." Yivo-Bleter, XXXIX, 1955,
 70-103. The anti-Jewish minded historian E. Labadie wrote that both,
 Protestants and Jews, continued during the Revolution their religious prac-
 tices, but they persecuted the Catholics: La Presse bordelaise pendant la
 Revolution, Bordeaux, 1910, 57. It is worthy of note that the editors of a
 Bordeaux Protest of 1791 against the anti-Pope pamphlet Relation veritable ...
 du grand voyage du Pape au Paradis mentioned Protestant and Jewish signa-
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 In spite of the Treaty of Westphalia (1648) the rights of the
 Alsatian Protestants were often restricted. The antagonism
 between Alsatian and neighboring Catholics and Protestants
 was amplified during the Revolution. The Catholics lost every-
 thing, their influence and power, while among Protestants the
 new regime was accepted as a logical consequence of the religious
 reform started by them.3' Of course, Protestants and Jews were
 not as dangerous to the Revolution as the mighty Catholic
 Church. Both were the target of Catholic attacks.32 Very often
 the Catholic anti-Revolutionary actions expressed themselves in
 a combined attack on both, Jews and Protestants.33 In the region
 of Nantes, the Marquis de Juign6 made propaganda against both
 religious minorities.34 A counter-Revolutionary pamphleteer de-
 nounced Protestants, Jews and atheists as "the sole creators of
 the Revolution."35

 Jewish pamphleteers wrote about the Catholic hatred of the
 Protestants, and the Jacobins asked that the "good relations"
 existing in certain localities between Catholics and Protestants
 should serve as a pattern for the adoption of a friendly attitude
 toward Jews.36 But this did not prevent the persecuted Protes-
 tants from attacking another persecuted religious minority. On

 tories to their protest: Denonciation d'un article scandaleux & impie, ins'r'
 dans le Journal de Bordeaux ... No. 79, Bordeaux, 1791. 15 p.

 3" Charles Hoffman, L'Alsace au XVIII. siecle, Colmar, 1906, I, 187-94;
 Denonciation. On veut donc encore nous desunir, np., nd. 1 p.; Emile Dard,
 H1rault de Sichelles, Paris, 1907, 136-37; Hubert Thomas, Le Tribunal Criminel
 de la Meurthe sous la Revolution 1792-1799, Nancy, 1937, 483; L. Bourguignon,
 Bischwiller depuis 100 ans, Bischwiler, 1875, 143.

 32 In the year VI the Paris police wrote that Jews and Protestants ne sont
 pas dangereux: A. Aulard, Paris pendant la reaction thurmidorienne et sous le
 Directoire, Paris, 1898-99, IV, 730.

 33 L. Kahn, op. cit., 48-49.
 34 Letter of May 24, 1790, to the Comite des recherches, Archives Nationales,

 D-XXIX bis 6 (81/15).
 35 Les intrus juges au tribunal de la religion, par l'auteur du Catkchisme

 nouveau et raisonn6. Seconde edition, Paris 1792, 6.
 36 Zalkind-Hourwitz, op. cit., 69; Petition des Juifs etablis en France, adresske

 r l'Assemblee nationale, le 28 janvier 1790..., Paris, 1790, 33; Abraham Lam-
 bert, Lettre 4 M. Reubell ... np, 1790, 3; Rapport de l'Assemblee de la Societe
 des Amis de la Constitution, le 27 fevrier 1790 ..., Strasbourg, 1790, 14.
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 May 29, 1791, shortly before the emancipation of the French
 Jews, the Alsatian Protestant Pastor Jean-Laurent Blessig
 (1745-1816) wrote to Abbot Henri Gr6goire on the difference in
 culture between the noble Sephardic Jews and the "mongrel"
 Alsatian Jews. According to him the latter should not be given
 full citizenship at once by the National Assembly.s7 The official
 attitude of the Alsatian Protestants towards Jewish emancipa-
 tion could best be illustrated by the activities of the well-known
 Alsatian Protestant leader, Professor Christian-Guillaume Koch
 (1737-1813), who was also Deputy from Alsace. In the National
 Assembly Koch, together with the anti-Jewish Alsatian Deputy
 E.-J.-F. Schwendt was active in fighting Jewish emancipation.
 Koch's ideas about Jews were clearly expressed in an unpub-
 lished memorandum of June 1790, in which he repeated the anti-
 Jewish accusation of his momentarily Catholic friends.3J
 In his memorandum Koch reiterated one of the major argu-
 ments against Jewish emancipation, namely, that the Jews
 would continue to exist as a separate Jewish nation. Over a
 year later, after the Jews had been granted full citizenship

 37 "I1 y a a peu pres un an que nos assemblies primaires ont nonce sur leur
 compte un voeu tres fortement prononce, qui dans une adresse particuliere
 a 't' mis sous les yeux de l'Assemble nationale. J'ai essay' de calmer alors
 un peu les agitations de ma section; mais quoi'on m'ait toujours dcart6 avec
 bontd, quique j'aie prdsent6 le c6St ddfavorable aux Juifs avec autant d'impar-
 tialite que les motifs qui limitent en leur faveur, j'ai vu que je ferais tres
 bien de descendre de la tribune pour eviter d'en etre rappel6 avec trop d'dner-
 gie. Ma profession de loi au sujet des Juifs &tait alors et elle est constamment
 le m8me: ii faut bien distinguer les Juifs Hollandais, les Juifs de nos ports
 d'avec les Juifs allemands qui ont inond6 notre province; ceux-ci, sont A
 peine des metis, des quarterons, quand les autres seraient des grands blancs,
 des blancs nobles et titr s... II est infiniment A desirer que l'Assemblie
 nationale veuille placer incessamment les Juifs au parvis et ne leur fermer
 encore l'entree du temple que pour leur donner le temps de s'y preparer digne-
 ment:" "Lettres de Blessig ' Gregoire." Revue d'Alsace XI, 1910, 479-80.
 On Blessig see: Ed. Dollfus, Biographien beriihmter Elsaisser, Mfilhausen, 1873,
 158-72.

 38 "Reflexions sur les Juifs, redig6s par M. Koch au mois de Juin 1790."
 Archives du Chapitre de St.-Thomas (Strasbourg), No. 148-b 77-6 (11-2),
 see the Appendix. On Koch see: J. G. Schweighaeuser, Vie de Christ. Guil.
 Koch, Strasbourg, nd. 78 pp.
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 (on September 27, 1791), the National Assembly voted an amend-
 ment proposed by the Alsatian Deputy prince Victor Broglie,
 that the Jews should renounce their privilege of maintaining
 separate communities. In letters addressed to the Mayor of
 Strasbourg dated October 28 and 29, 1791, Schwendt and Koch
 interpreted this amendment as a victory over the Jews who
 would cease to exist as a corps de nation (national body).39 In
 Koch's position on the Jewish problem the fact is interesting that
 he himself played a major part in the fight against the abolition
 of separate Protestant communities and the privileges accorded
 them prior to 1789. Thanks to Koch and his oratorical and legal
 ingenuity, and some arrangements with the Catholics and prom-
 ises made to them, the Protestant Chapter of Saint-Thomas of
 Strasbourg was not nationalized and sold as Church property.
 Declared private property belonging to the Protestant Uni-
 versity, the Chapter, to this day, benefits from pre-Revolutionary
 annuities and other prerogatives. The Deputy Pierre Andre of
 Lower Rhine stated in February 1799, that the Protestants who
 suffered from religious intolerance should not fight for the
 maintenance of privileges whose destruction could only help to
 bring about social happiness.4o It is worth while to note that the
 Jewish community of Bordeaux tried a similar scheme, but on a
 much more limited scale involving only the Jewish cemetery,
 without trying to save privileges of an open counter-Revolution-
 ary character. They fought against the nationalization of the
 Jewish cemetery, which was bought before the Revolution in the
 names of a few Jewish individuals. When the cemetery was con-
 fiscated and put on auction the Jews attempted to have some

 39 Extrait de deux lettres de MM. Schwendt et Koch, Deputes l'Assemble
 Nationale, a M. Dietrich Maire de Strasbourg, daties de Paris 28 et 29 Septembre
 1791, Strasbourg, 1791. 4 pp.

 40 R. Reuss, Les eglises protestantes d'Alsace pendant la Revolution 1789-1802,
 Paris, 1906, 27-28, 31-33; Jean Richerateau, Le role politique du Professeur
 Koch, Strasbourg, 1936, 33-77; Opinion de Frederic Herman, Depute par le
 dipartement du Bas-Rhin, sur le project de resolution concernant les biens...
 protestans. Siance du 9 vent~se an 7, Paris, an 7. 26 pp.; Opinion d'Andr"
 (du Bas Rhin), sur le projet de resolution tendant a supprimer les etablissemens
 protestans, et a nationaliser les biens qui en dependent. Seance du ventose au 7,
 np., an 7, 22.
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 Jews buy back the cemetery in their own names. But when this
 failed the Jews demanded that the transaction be declared null
 and void, because the cemetery was not an official communal
 property, but only a philanthropic undertaking. The depart-
 mental administration acceded to the Jewish demand, but this
 conflict stirred up anti-Jewish feelings and became the subject
 of many polemics between anti-Jewish and Jewish pamphleteers.41
 One reason for the anti-Jewish attitude of the Protestants was

 the lack of stability in the Protestant attitude toward the
 Revolution itself, which had given them full freedom. In many
 provinces the Protestants were, of course, the best partisans of
 the new regime. Still, the French Protestants - as the historian
 Dr. J. F. E. Robinet notes - did not as a body and on a national
 scale endorse the Revolution, its principles, its fight against the
 anti-Revolutionary Church, etc. The Protestant dislike of the
 Revolution can easily be traced in histories dealing with the
 Protestants' situation during the Revolution. Alsatian Prot-
 estant leaders were suspected as aristocrats and traitors by the
 Strasbourg Jacobins and Prof. Koch spent eleven months in
 prison during the Terror.42
 Later, in post-Revolutionary years, Protestants and Jews

 often fought together against the Catholic reaction. In 1804, the
 author of a factum warned that an anti-Jewish policy would
 bring about the emigration of Jews in the same way as the repeal
 of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV had driven Protestant
 capitalists, merchants and artists out of France.43 In 1806, the

 41 M moire ... [cf. note 9]; Riponse a un Mimoire imprime sous le nom des
 Citoyens frangais, professant le culte judaique & Bordeaux, np., nd.; Rapport
 fait par Prevot, sur une petition des citoyens Pujol et Despiau, habitans de la
 commune de Bordeaux, soumissionnaires de biens appartenans aux Juifs etablis
 en cette commune. Sgance du 21 germinal an 7, Paris, an 7. 7 pp.; Opinion de
 F. B. Darracq dans l'affaire des Juifs de Bordeaux. Seance du 18 floreal au VII.
 Paris, an VII; Beaufleury, Histoire .. ., 157-95; Z. Szajkowski, "Jewish Partici-
 pation in the Sale of National Property During the French Revolution."
 Jewish Social Studies, XIV, 1952, 311.
 42 Dr. J. F. E. Robinet, Le Mouvement religieux a Paris pendant la Revolution,

 Paris, 1896, I, 306, 311, 314; R. Reuss, op. cit., 119-20.
 43 Mimoire et consultation sur pourvoi en grdce pour Baer Abraham.. ., Paris,

 [1804,] 53.
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 author of a pamphlet written against Napoleon's anti-Jewish
 policy warned that the persecution of the Jews would be followed
 by an anti-Jewish policy.44 In 1815 a pamphleteer defended the
 common interests of Protestants and Jews.45

 APPENDIX

 PROF. KOCH'S MEMORANDUM AGAINST JEWS

 R6fiexions sur les Juifs, r6dig6s par M. Koch au mois de juin
 1790.

 La loi de Moise fait des Juifs une nation distincte de toutes les
 nations de la terre; elle prend les plus grandes precautions pour
 qu'ils ne puissent jamais 6tre m6l6s ni confondus avec d'autres
 nations ...

 Cette loi n'embrasse pas seulement les opinions religieuses,
 elle s'etende 6galement sur le civil qui est si intimement alli6 &
 la religion meme par l'identit6 de l'auteur de l'une et de l'autre
 loi qu'on ne saurait les s6parer ni attribuer A l'une plus d'autorit6
 qu'd l'autre...

 En admettant donc les Juifs comme sectateurs de la loi Moise,
 dans un 6tat quelconqud, on ne peut les admettre que comme
 une nation ou, si l'on aime m~me comme une corporation distincte
 qui non seulement communiquera pas avec la nation qui les
 regoit quant A ce qui touche le culte et les opinions religieuses
 mais encore ce qui est relatif A l'exercice des droits civils.

 44 Masson, avocat, Sur les Juifs, Paris, mai 1806. 3 pp.
 45 B. D .. . t, La Boite d perette des Protestants et des Israelites, Paris, 1815,

 8 pp. In Nimes the animosity between Catholics and Protestants prevailed
 in the 1830s and even later: S. Posener, "La Rdvolution de Juillet et le ddparte-
 ment du Gard." Mercure de France, 1930, 607-36. On the anti-Protestant
 attitude of the Alsatian Catholic leaders in the 19th century see the pamphlet
 L'Alsace ..., Clermont-Ferrand, 1874, by the Alsatian Jewish leader Julien
 S6e and the bibliography on the same subject in his diary Guerre de 1870 ...,
 Paris, 1884.
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 Les Juifs ne se marieront jamais avec les Chr6tiens; ils n'habi-
 teront, ils ne mangeront pas avec eux; ils conserveront leur
 jurisprudence particulibre.

 Il en resultera n&cessairement une masse de privileges en leur
 faveur, dont voici les principaux:

 1. Celui de ne pouvoir etre astreints " aucuns travaux publics
 ni priv6s les jours de Sabbat et pendant les autres f&tes que leur
 sont prescrites par leur loi. Ces fetes d'ailleurs n'6tant pas
 coincidentes avec celles des Chr6tiens troubleront n6cessairement

 I'ordre de la soci&t6, si les Juifs participaient A quelques fonctions
 publiques dans l'6tat.

 2. Celui de ne se marier qu'entre eux seuls, de conserver leur
 race pur et sans le moindre melange et de concentrer par con-
 sequent aussi leurs biens dans leurs families.

 3. Celui d'avoir leurs habitations, leur logements et meme
 leurs auberges & part.

 4. Celui d'avoir les boucheries particulibres.

 5. Celui d'htre jug6s d'apres leur loi civile et d'avoir leurs
 Rabbins pour interpr~tes de cette loi et pour premiers juges.

 Il leur est impossible de renoncer A aucun des ces privileges
 sans renier leur loi, sans cesser d'&tre Juifs.

 Une renonciation quelconque faite par quelques individus de
 la nation A l'un ou l'autre de ces privileges ne diront absolument
 rien; il faudroit de toute n6cessite que leurs Rabbins et tous les
 chefs de famille y adh~rassent formallement; et encore ne
 craint-on pas d'avancer qu'une pareille renonciation g6nbrale ou
 partielle, ne serait jamais sincere de leur part, qu'ils la d6savou-
 ereioient int6rieurement et qu'elle leur vaudroit plut6t le mepris
 que d'approbation de tous les gens de bien.

 Comme il leur donc est impossible de renoncer aux droits et
 privileges qui en font et qui en feront toujours une nation dis-
 tincte, il est 6galement impossible que la nation qui les recoit
 dans son sein puisse leur communiquer indiff6rement tous les
 avantages tandis qu'ils ne communiqueroient que tres imparfaite-
 ment avec elle ceux qu'ils pourroient eux m~mes r6pandre sur
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 la soci&t& si on les consid6roit comme simple hommes et non
 comme Juifs et comme privil6gies.

 Leur accorder sans aucune restriction, sans examen prealable
 de leur facult6s... tous les droits de la cit6 Frangoise, ce feroit
 attirer de Juifs 6trangers chez nous, se seroit blesser essentielle-
 ment les droits des autres citoyens, se seroit faciliter les moyens
 aux Juifs de faire des conqu8tes l6gales sur les Chr6tiens qui
 bient6t ne pourroient plus soutenir leur conquerence et seroient
 oblig6s de leur c6der en tout et partout la place.

 Cependant si les privileges exclusifs des Juifs sont, gbn6rale-
 ment parlant, destructifs de la soci6t6, celui de leur union con-
 jugale exclusive avec des conjoints de leur race seroit dejA plus
 que suffisant pour empicher qu'ils ne puissent jamais devenir
 nos freres, ni nos concitoyens, attendu que pendant qu'ils
 empr6t6roient continuellement, de mille manidres, sur nous, a
 la faveur de leur privileges, nous ne pourrions jamais recouvrir,
 pas mime par la r6ciprocit6 du bien conjugal, ce qu'ils auroient
 acquis ou gagn6 sur nous...
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